GAS DRILLING RIGHT HERE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD?  NOT IF WE SAY NO!


I am an owner/resident affected by this proposal.  My degree in chemical engineering and my service on a national committee in 2005-2006 to stop gas-drilling plans in the Valle Vidal of Northern New Mexico give me insights the average person does not have about gas drilling.  I have technical, safety, and public health concerns about urban drilling.  I also have concerns for the value of my property, tax issues, and for the well being of all Fort Worthians into the future.

Western Production Company (WPC) has made an offer and presented it as strictly a business matter.  Their proposal will in due time be considered by the City Council as an application for a “high impact” variance.  Such variances are required if a project does not meet the city ordinance’s safety and nuisance requirements for gas drilling.  If they are not granted a high impact variance they cannot drill here.  

This project fails rather spectacularly in terms of the variety of dangers it causes.  Yet we are being asked to accept a bonus for signing over our mineral rights as if this project were an inevitable simple business deal.  It is not.

Is WPC being up front with us? We have learned that over in Tanglewood the neighborhood association negotiated a $10,000 per acre bonus for owners.  What does that say about WPC?

1. Is drilling at the proposed site inevitable?  No. If they cannot get a high impact variance they will not be able to drill.  The more leases they secure now the more certain it will be that the city council will approve the high impact permit.

2. What if I don’t sign their lease?  The fewer leases they have in hand when they ask for a high impact permit the weaker their case is.  However, if they are permitted, you will become an unwilling lessor and will receive payment for your share of the extracted gas.

3. What other cities have permitted urban gas drilling?  None except in the Barnett Shale field. It is new technology (10 years of experience). This is the first shale bed gas field.

4. Are there really any substantial dangers in urban drilling?  Yes, gas leaks and explosive blowouts have occurred causing football field-sized craters and mass forced evacuations of as many as 500 homes. (Forest Hill)

5. How many wells do they plan to drill here?  Five, more or less.

6. What are my tax consequences if I sign?  Income taxes and ad valorem mineral taxes http://www.tad.org/ftp_data/DataFiles/Mineral%20Interest%20PA%20Handoutr1.pdf  Additionally your property taxes may go up due to increased valuation for property tax.

7. How will this affect my property market value?  Industry representatives have said they want to place drilling sites about 7000 feet apart in the city.  This could result in about 515 drilling pads, about 15 per MAPSCO page, supporting around 3000 drilled wells.  If any of them causes a major safety problem, all will see their market values go down.  The prospect may decrease market values as well.

8. Will my insurance go up?  As of this moment, no, but plans to increase insurance premiums are now under consideration in Austin.

9. Do the chemicals used in fracking pose any danger?  Producers say no, but they guard the composition of the fracking fluid as a trade secret. We know that it contains toxic and carcinogenic chemicals.  Five million gallons of city water are needed to frack each well.  Pure water cannot be recovered from fracking fluid. See www.denverpost.com/search/ci_5828712 and www.salon.com/news/feature/2006/05/05/fracking/
10. What is at physical risk in this project?  The water tower on I-30, the public swimming pool on Calmont, and homes on Calmont and Malvey are all at risk if the worst happens, and the risk of that is unknown, but considerable, due to the newness of the technology.

Please come to the meeting at Mary Louise Phillips Elementary School on Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 7:00 PM to hear pros and cons and to get your questions answered.

Send email to Jerry Lobdill at lobdillj@charter.net or call me at 817-732-4648 for more information.

