RNA Gas Well Speech 9/19/07

My name is Jerry Lobdill.  Together with Nadine Thomason and Rick Schwab I have distributed the flyer you received about the gas drilling proposal.  My flyer expresses the opinion of myself and those who helped distribute them.

I am not opposed to gas wells in general. I am opposed to this particular well site.  

This site fails on multiple counts of safety to meet the city ordinance.  If it satisfied even the inadequate city ordinance, I would not oppose it.  But the dangers posed by this particular site make it non-negotiable.  

I have a degree in chemical engineering, and I served as the technical member of a national committee of the Philmont Staff Association in 2005 and 2006 studying the proposal to drill gas wells in the Valle Vidal of the Carson National Forest in New Mexico. In that capacity I studied the drilling and well completion technology that is used all up and down the Rocky Mountains in connection with gas wells. That is where the technology used here in the Barnett Shale was developed. I also studied the chemicals used in fracking fluid and pollution mitigation techniques available and in use.  Additionally I studied the fire and explosion data available.  

I am more familiar with the technical aspects of what is happening here than most people who are not petroleum engineers being paid by the drilling industry here.  

This room we are meeting in tonight would have its windows blown out by a typical gas well explosion at the proposed site.  I’m talking about an explosion like that which occurred in Hood County last week. Every window in this school would be gone.  This room is 400 yards from that site.  Every day there are 550 pre K thru 6 kids in this building. You all know that there are many homes between here and there.  A gas leak there like that in Forest Hill last year would probably require forced evacuation of about 500 homes if an explosion did not occur.  The proximity of the interstate would probably guarantee that a gas leak would result in an explosion.  

Our water supply is put at risk as well.  Then there’s the swimming pool just to the west of the site. And finally, there is the interstate traffic that would be blown off the road and the tall office building on the north side of the freeway whose windows would all be blown out.

Western Production cannot tell us what the likelihood of an “incident” would be at a well site.  They use terms like “minimal” and “extremely unlikely” because they don’t know what the number is.  This is new technology less than 10 years old being applied for the first time anywhere in a deep well situation with a hard shale formation, and the Barnett Shale region is the very first place that urban gas well drilling has ever been permitted.  The statistical data that is available from the Railroad Commission and public sources suggests that if the industry drills 3000 wells inside the 820 beltway there will be 1 or 2 “incidents” per year in Fort Worth. 

All things considered, no reasonable responsible citizen ought to be in favor of this drilling site.  And I don’t see how Western Production can have the temerity to ask for a permit to drill there.

I will not sign a lease that involves this well site regardless of the bonus amount offered. 

Please sign our petition to the City Council here before you leave tonight. We also need your name and contact information, so please sign up on our email and phone list that as well

Jerry Lobdill

6336 Darwood Ave

Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-732-4648

