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For the first time, I am embarrassed to be a Maverick.

The university has chosen to do business with natural gas drillers who are swarming the Dallas-Fort Worth area like ants. These people, in my experience, do nothing more than lie for a living, and in the pursuit of the almighty dollar, don’t care whose lives they disrupt.

With the university working to improve its reputation, this is the last thing it needs to do. Every resident within a mile of one of these rigs is going to detest the university for the rest of their lives.

My neighborhood is at the Fort Worth-Arlington border and had the misfortune of tangling with one of these companies. In the past three years, they have set up two 600-foot drilling rigs right outside my neighborhood.

The drill’s constant humming noise is made slightly less annoying by the impact wrench-like sounds of the drill’s brake. An impact wrench is what tire shops use to take a tire off a vehicle.

The neighborhood organized, wrote letters, called Austin and attended countless meetings with city officials, and it was all for nothing. The drillers have more money and influence the right politicians, leaving the average citizen ignored.

Our neighborhood heard the same promises and sound bytes that I now hear repeated by the university. The drillers claim “sound-dampening” blankets and “noise-retaining” walls solve the noise problem. Just stop and consider that — blankets and walls stopping sound.

One thing I don’t hear anyone talking about is that these rigs run constantly. There is no slowdown after dark. 

University officials said the actual drilling of a gas well requires a relatively short period of time — 30 to 45 days. Funny enough, that is also what we were told.

The last rig outside our neighborhood was up just before Thanksgiving until after spring break, a long time to go with three hours sleep a night.

The one-year lease the university signed with the drillers is misleading. That year is for the company to find places to drill. I haven’t heard anyone talk about the secondary lease, which is standard in gas contracts and lasts for as long as the drillers are extracting gas from the site. It also allows the company to return to the site and re-drill as needed. Once they find gas, they are there to stay.

Why isn’t anyone talking about these issues? 

These gas companies dangle money in front of people, and people jump. It seems like money for nothing, which is often the case when you sell your soul.

The university had a chance to stay out of this, to be better than the sellouts, like our elected leaders. Lie down with dogs, get up with fleas, and the university is going to itch for a long time from this short-sighted decision.
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