“Why not sign if they're going to drill anyway?”

Opinion by Don Young

That's the question a friend recently asked me and one that is troubling a lot of homeowners right now. For some people, the answer is instinctual, but many others need a more practical answer.

I don't claim to have the answer for everyone but you may find the following reply to a friend useful.

Dear Friend-

I am searching for an answer to your question, "Why not sign if they're going to drill anyway?" For me the answer is easy, but I can understand how some people might have a hard time accepting it.

If we agree that gas drilling in neighborhoods is not good for neighborhoods or people, that the short and long term impacts are detrimental, that the ultimate costs are probably greater than what we gain, then the answer can only be, Do Not Sign. My research and that of many others comes to those exact conclusions. Reports from other neighborhoods already affected come to the same conclusions. Common sense tells me it's a no-brainer.

You know the list of problems: property values can go down, taxes and insurance will go up, infrastructre is compromised, reduced green space, greatly increased safety concerns, increased air/water/soil pollution, unhealthy atmosphere for children, overall reduction in my quality of life, etc. The reasons I choose to live in Fort Worth, in Meadowbrook, on View Street have been compromised. So, why would I encourage that for a thousand dollars? 

We are being asked, sometimes by intimidating landmen, to invest in Chesapeake Energy. I choose not to for the reasons mentioned above. I believe investments should reflect personal values, and not just a blind way to make a profit. For example, I  don't invest in companies that exploit children or pay sweat shop wages or cause serious environmental damage or discriminate against women and minorities. 

In this case, I don't have to go to Africa, or China or Mexico to confirm the integrity of the companies I invest in. I can see it with my own eyes in my own town in my own neighborhood next to the park across from the house that is my biggest investment. What I see does not reflect my personal values. From my vantage point, the Chesapeake billboards lie.

So, I guess it comes down to choosing who and what you want to invest your money in. If gas drilling in neighborhoods reflects your personal values, then sign away. If not, then don't sign. Invest in something you believe in.

Lastly, you ask, "How can we stop them?" There is a coalition of 4 neighborhoods in south FW who have organized to stop the drilling. So far, the drillers do not have enough leases to make drilling viable. The people in these neighborhoods don't want the money, they want their neighborhood. The drillers are at a disadvantage.

Why can't we do that here? I believe our neighborhood is worth fighting for. But it's hard to fight with conviction if one keeps asking, "What good does it do?"
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Thanks to Laurie for the photo.
